i 


battle against the Prench Municl- 
_ |} Pality’ way of electing land com- 
| missioners, Dr. Richer is_ni 


;man in the latter's home, 631 
‘since the judge is still convalesc- 
.year, Dr. Richer is. being sued 


ner Dispute 


Insists Firm Open Rent 
Payment Suit: Says 
- Profit. Too Great 


rs have im 


outbreak of the hostili- 
Going before Judge R, ‘Kauff- 


Route Frelupt at 4 pm. today 


ing from his car accident last 
for nom rent payment at- his 
own request. The whole matter 
was settled when the crusading 
mocntgen-ray .expert - told . the 
Present plaintiffs that if they 
didn’t sue him he’d take them to 
court. He was determined to pur- 
sue, his aims. 


Srecemitty to make up for extra 
expenses imposed cn the conces- 
sion authorities by the hostilities, 
a “Defense Surtax” was placed 
on alt properties. ‘This ranged 
Trom 13 to 15 per cent. Owners 
of such properties were then 
allowed to make corresponding 
but not higher increases on their 

profiteered they 
were said to be Hable to a fine 
of $1500. However, 
ef this latter rulin; was ambig- 


ORT ee, ee, 


Went 


_ 


me 


Therefore, the stocky scientist] 
decided to come to the 


The latter for the gemeral good’: 
of Concession residents, he adds. '1 
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Dr. Richer’s | Case Against 


F. M.C. Is 


Continued 


X-Ray Specialist Takes Stand On His Own Behalf 
To Plead Against Irregularity In The i 
Election Of Land Commissioners 


' At yesterday’s session of the’ Ppro-;in 1935 ‘and never altered since then, 


tracted case of 

French X-Ra: against the 
mec) unicipal Council, the stand 

was taken by Dr. Richer, who is 

pleading his caus: himself without 

any counsel. 


-After a few caustic remarks 
}about the unusual quality of ithe 
case in which “a small David dares 
to attack a big Goliath,” Dr. Richer 
stated the facts of the case. which 
are rather unusual in themselves, 
as he protested against his own un- 
animous election to the post of Land 
Commissioner of the French Con- 
cession. 

Before relating the history of the 
cart. he replied to the objections 
j made by Mr. G. Cattand. Consul and 
Municipal Advocate, who had: tried 
{to obtain a withdrawal of the case 
on the ground that Dr.: Richer had 
mo personal interest in thé matter. 


After a heated speech in which 
he proved that he had had such in- 
terest as a member of the’ Land 
Committee, the findings of which 
constitute the basis for the taxes 
collected from the local ratepayers, 
Dr. Richer told the court that ac- 
cording to the regulations issued 


a delay of at least a week ‘is neces-, 
sary before 2 candidacy is posted. 
and the actual day’of the election. 
Moreover, the names of the candid- 
ates must be made public by the 
Municipal Council. 

Dr. Richer sent in his letter on 
March 2, knowing that the election 
was to take place on the 4th of the 
same month. He did so on purpose. 


‘knowing the regulations, and at the 


s&me time drew the attention of the 
Consul-General, who is also Chair- 
man of the Council, to the irregul- 
arity of such an election. 


No Pesetponement 


He expected that the election 
would be postponed, but this never 
happened and he_ received word 
from the Council that he had been 
elected. The other Commissioners 
to be elected were Mr. Loonis, Mr. 
McCrea and Mr. Chollot, who had 
sent in their letters on February 27.) 

Dr. Richer proved his Point: 
graphically by writing the respective | 
figures on a blackboard and added! 
that the Consul-General himself had } 
read the regulations over together | 
with “him, upon the receipt of his 
jetter. 

Another irregularity. according to 
Dr. Richer, consists in the fact that 
the names of the candidates were} 
never officially announced as it must! 
be done according to the regulations. 
The -names of several candidates, 
not of Dr. Richer himself, had only | 
appeared on a billboard at the office’ 
of the Municipal Council, but had 
never been announced either in the 
local press nor in the Municipal 
Bulletin. 

The case will be continued next 
Tuesday and it expected that this; 
will be the last hearing. | 
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“ 


perore a Commission poll can be 
i held, one week's public notice of 
ke candidates’ names must be 


stven, 


plaintiff may have in theg case 
‘The ‘doctor at one stage also took 
‘up chalk and demonstrated on a 
blackboard the exact situation he 
now is attempting to remedy that 
of having elections not according 
to law. He pointed especially to 
the fact that he was 


whereas officially the polls were 
enly set for March 4. 
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: Gounelt body's 
4, manner of- electing land com- 
-missicners. 


‘The French doctor rought 
action for the first time in April}: 


I 
k 


- THE SHANGHAI TIMES, THURSDAY, 


ahd ectiinnt Deinands: To 
See: Applications . And‘ 
Withdrawal Letter . 


‘The - ong - drawn-out suit of Dr. 
Richer against the French Muniti- 
pal Council, camé practically to in 
standstit on. Tuesday, h Dr. 


cil: had no rignt to-“régort 
- general ‘practice 


Land Commissioners. 


. It will be. rémembered‘ that Dr. 
Richer. is taking” motion: “against - we 


election. 


"appeinting. thie | 


ee center oon 
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|Evidence Heard | 
In Richer Case! 


jSuit Against Council)’ 
Up Again Before 
French Court 


The case brought By Dr. A. 
Richer against the French. Muni- 
cipal Council's methods of holding 
land commissioner elections con- 
tinued in the French ‘Tribunal 
this morning as Mr. Ansaldi was|, 
called to give evidence. The wit-|, 
ness, upon being questioned, re-|. 
vealed the fact that he was told|° 
to notify Mr. M.Gerey and P.|. 
Choliot of Dr. Richer’s late: 
candidacy on the evening of March]: 


“2 


Mr. G. Cattand, for the FP.M.C., 
and Mr. d’Auxion de Ruffe, for 
the plaintiff, then questioned Mr.|: 
Ansaldi, who said that he could 
not tell the exact time at which 
he notified Mr. Gerey, and added 
that he did not know whether 
orders had been given on March 2 
to prepare for the elections, which 
were supposed to take place on 
March 4. 

‘The case now being heard in the 
Tribunal is to decide whether since 
1927 the French Municipal Coun- 
cil’s mode of electing land com- 
missioners ts irregular or not, Dr. 
Richer’s chief claim to the fact 
that this year’s election were not 
held in accordance with the laws 
and regulations set.down, is that 
the names of the candidates were 
not posted one week DB#fore the)’ 
date set for elections, 

_ oO 
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- FRENCH RATEPAYERS 
’ ._BEGIN MOVEMENT FOR 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION 


the Sea is Permitting him te 
appoint a. Provisional Committee 
to supplant the Council, it was 
pointed out. 
‘Times- Have Changed . 
According to’ this regulation, a 


Issue On - ¢ : Comemedant 
Council Revived By 
Richer ¢ Case 


TIMES’ CHANGED, powers tq function for” three POE2 
SAY PROPONENTS Sees Ra ee: Renato: tia , aa 


’ ; ° ° The appointment cf the com- 
Old Committee Said } mittee by BM. Naggier was done at 
= time when it was to obtain 
Named In Period Of H suftictent candidates for the Coun- 
erg ici] posts. But it is the contention 
Em eaiey’ cf those interested in Dr. Richer's 
By C. D. ALCOTT case that times have changed and 
“Miections in the French Conces- Shek wires Pol tale carne ot hoe 3 
sion such as those held by the § 5 = lapse ly three mon 4 
Shanghai Municipal Council every 
year may be the final outcome of 


detween the time cf the - appoint- 
ne recent crse brought iagainst the 


ment .of.a Proviricial Committee and 
a Council ..election, 10 years had 
peal by and - ger hes been 


is action, the doctor claims 
that the elections held for the posts 
of land commissioners in the Con- 
cession last year were illegal be- 
wause they did not conform to the 


‘Councillors, the. foreign ratepayers 


funder the present system do not 
have thts privilege. It is estimated 
that there are about 2,500 foreign 
ratepayers living in the Concession. 


3 
cf 


zegulaticns governing the adminis- 
tration of the Concession. 

The doctor, himself, was chosen 
to fill one of the posts but he we- 
fused to accept. 

According to law, an announce- 
ment with the names cf all can- 
didates must be posted one week 
before election date. According to 
Dr. Richer, this was not done until! 
the day before election. There were 
‘ortginally three candidates but one! 
withdrew, leaving a place for the 
jdoctor. - 

? , It is his ccntention that the 
jwhole affair was illegal and while’ 
the case has not yet been complet-: 
,ed—another hearing will be heid 
‘this morning—he has succeeded in 
_getting his views aired. He has 
“been represented in court by Afr. 
'‘D'Auxion De Ruffe. 


{ 
: Seeks Annual Election 

While the case itself is apparently 

only concerned with the election 

of land commissioners, it really goes x 
much deeper than that, according cae 
to . information, obtained yesterday. 

The complainant ‘is said to “ne 

seeking not only an election of land 

‘cmmuissioners every year but an 

election cf foreign members of tue 4 
French Municipal Council as well. | 
Judgment in favor of the complat- H 
nant will’ mean an admission of ir- H 
regularity, it was pointed out by H 
Tur CHyrna Press informant, and | 


Teen take eae TS Wis 54 t 


bence the possibility of an elec- 
ticn.. 

Questicned on the subject yes- 
terday, Mr. D’Auxion stated that 
according to the administration re- 
gulations of the Concession, the 
present French Municipal Council |}' 
is not a Council at all but a Pre- 
visional Committee, which nad its 
beginning back in 1927. 

Acc:rding to the regulations, the 
attorney: stated, a municipal coun- 
cil shall be elected yearly just as 
is now done in the International 
Settlement. In fact, this procedure : 
was followed until 1927 when tne]: 1 
. French. Consul General, Paul .Nag-|. $ : 
gier, mow Ambessador to - China, |’. 
exercised a | Provision . contained in]. 


tot ere an - eather 
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EWS, SUNDAY, 


Qwing to the President Judge of 
the French Court, M. Rivelain Kauf- 
man, going to Tientsin to conduct 
hearings, the case of Dr. A. Richer, 
who is suing the French Municipality 
tecause of alleged irregularities in 
the election of Land Commissioners, 
has been adjourned sine die. 

Dr. Richer brought a civil action 
against the French Concession about 
two months ago, asking damages of 
$1 because, he said, the recent elec- 
tion of two Land Commissioners to 
serve in the Concession during the 
present municipal year. was. not pro- 
perly conducted. He was lt 
“elected” to fill one af the posts, but 
only after one of the other two 

{| candidates had withdrawn on the eve 
of “election.” The formality of a 
ratepayers’ vote was dispensed with. 

One of the main points in Dr. 
Richer's action, as presented by his 
lawyer, M. d’Auxion de Ralré, is that 


lapse between the clpsing of nomina- 
tions and the holding of the election; 
the names of all candidates are to 
be postea at the French municipal 
buildings and published in the muni- 
cipal gazette befare the date of elec- 
tion. He contends that his name was 
never brought. before the ratepayers 
in this, way. 

At the last hearing in the action, 
held: an Thursday of last wegk, the 
Rev. Father Gerey, Procyrator of. the 
Foreign Missiong Society, gave testi- 
mony, Father Gerey, a former can- 
didate. for the post of Land Commis- 
sioner, declared.that no pressure had 
heen brought to bear upon him to 
withdraw his candidacy. A number 
of other witnesses had heen heard 
at Previous sessiong of the Court. 
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Richer-FMC Lawsuit 
Continues In Court): 

The French Municipal Council] 
continuegq as defendants in ‘he 
‘awsuit brought by Dr. A. Richer 
for cancellation of the March 4 
Land Commissioners’ “election,” 
this morning when Mr. M. Gerey. 
the man who had withdrawn his 
candidacy when he heard that 
there was to be an election after; 
all, was calleq to take the witness 
stand. 

Dr. Richer brought action against) 
the F.M.C., claiming that the 
“clections” carried out on March 
4 were not according to the rules 
and regulations of the Council. 
as there was not an interval ol 
eight days between the tims that 
they publishcd the names of the 
candidates to the two posts oren. 
and the time that the elections 
were to take place. He asked 
that a new electic: be held in 
accordance with the mies, and 
ulso claims $1 compensation. 

Mr. Gerey was questioned fox 
about an hour this morning. 
Testimony of witnesses will be 
concluded this afternoon when 
the court sits again at 430 o'clock, 
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Richer Election | 
Case Postponed 


Land Commission Case} 
Adjourned; Witness | 
Being Waited 


The civil suit brought 


Next hearing will be on June 3. 
“At previous hearings, the plain- 
tiffs had summoned their wit- 
nesses, and though they had in- 
tended to call Mr. \iSere, when 


‘eral interest, whereas Mr. Cattand | 


without him. Mr. Cattand this 
morning stated, however, that he 


tment, | 


, 


withdrawal of candidacy when he]; 
heard thalt Dr. Richer had also]: 
entered his name for the two posts|, 
open. and that therefore there 
would have to be an election, and 
rot a nomination. 

Notice Not Given 

The prominent rontgen-ray ex- 
pert bringing action in the 
French Court alleged that accord. 
ing to the rules of the French 
Municipal Council. the election of 
the Land Commissioners in the 
French Goncession had to take 
Place only eigh’: days after notice 
of the candiiates’ names had been 
given. He further states that this 
notice had net been given, as he 
had ovresented his candidacy on 
March 2, and the “elections” took 
| place cn March 4. 

This suyhmary nomination of 
Mr. P. Choliot and himself to the 
Paying nosts; Dr. Richer states, 
constitute@ a loss of face to him 
las he had previously commented , 
on the irregularity of the manner ? 
‘in’ which Land Commissioners : 
; were elected. Mr. Gere had at first” 

; been a candidate ‘to the two open 
| Pesitions, but upon hearing that 
; Dr. Richer had alse sent his name 
jin, he had withdrawn his. It wus 
Mr. Cattand’s stand today thai. 
he wished to ovrove conclusively \ 


! 


that the absent man had not. 
been persuaded to withdraw his 
name, so as tc obviate the necessity 
of an election. Also, he wished to 
call one more witness, gq Mr.’ 
Ansaldi. wko had been charred 
with informing Messrs. Chol st 
and Gere on March 2 of Dr. 
Richer’s« candidacv. ‘ 


Evidemce Corrected 

A rectification of evidence pre- 
sented at the last hearing was also 
made. by Mr. M. M. Verdier, who 
wished to correct a certain pas- WL 
sage nm which Mr. Baudez was re- 
ferred to as the president of the 
F.-M.C., whereas Mr. Verdier meant 
the French consul-general. This 
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eenentmnemen ase : , 
A =—EWw journal ai “La Protection des {> 
Francais a Shanghai,” the director |: 

of which is Dr. A. Richer, who at the |. 
present time is plaintiff in a lawsuit 
against the French Ene). Coun: 
cil concerni what he allege 


illegal efecti ey te 
isaped and a cepy has received! 
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CASE AGAINST THE 
F.M.C. CONTENUED 


Speaks On 
“Due Publicity” In 
Elections 


against the enc! icipal 
Council, did not make Much head- 
way yesterday in the French Con- 
sular Tribunal, as Judge R. Kauf- 
man opened the session by pointing 
cut to Dr. Richer that one qf. the 
points of his complaint concerning 
| alleged influencing of the candidates 
jto make them withdraw from the 
lists before the elections could not 


'be discussed, unless worded in a 
| Gifferent way. 


? 
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Mr. d’Auxion de Ruffe, for the} 


‘plaintiff, agreed to do so in time 
for the next scgsion. 

Moreover, the judge explained 
that Dr. Richer had been mistaken 


Chollot, had not been given “due 
. Publicity” as provided by the 
French Municipal regulations. The 
name had been announced and put 
on a billboard in the Secretariat of 
the French Consulate General. 

Dr. Richer then made a lengthy 
speech, stating that he had looked 
_Uupon the publicity matter “through 
the eyes of an ordinary ratepayer,” 
and that he had never thought that 
‘the ‘ilboard could “mean “due 


-publicity" when there were such | 


means as the French Municipal 


Bulletin and the press available for q 


this purpose. 


Furthermore he stated with re-f 
ference to the question of the num-! 


ber of candidates, that he had never 
intended raising it in Court, and 
that in the previous hearing: he had 
emphasized this fact. 

“My Counsel, Mr. D’Auxion de 
Ruffe, advised me to bring the 
matter up,” Dr. Richer said, “but I 
refused to do so out of feeling of 
respect and deference, and now this 
matter is being brought up by the 
‘ Court.” 

‘ “As a matter of fact,” the plain- 
‘tiff went on, “I was so concerned 
about the mafter that I wrote a 
jletter to Mr. D’Auxion about this 
‘asking him to -leave -the matter 
alone. This was on the night before 
,the first hearing,’ and as I am not 


APRIG. 29, . 


very good-at typing, it.took me the! 


whole night to finish it. It was 
{7 a.m, when I brought it to Dr. 
D’Auxion and I was in. such a hurry 
that I had’ no time’ to dress and 
drove over to him in my dressing 
gown.” 

Mr. G. Cattand, - Municipal 
Advocate, reiterated the point of 
view of the Municipal Council, stat- 
ing that Dr. Richer had no interest 
in the case and that he had suf- 


fered no prejudice, as he owns no|whole business did not interest me 


land in_ the Concession. 
Mr. Beauroy, Vice-Consul, then 


in the least.” 
When asked about the number of 


took the stand and explained the] candidates, Mr. Beauroy admitted 
way in which the names of the]that Rev. Geray had been on the 
candidates had been announced. He/Hst, and that Inter on “there had 
was emphatic in stating that they}been some talk” about him. 


had been put on the billboard im- 


“I do not remember the connec- 


mediately upon receipt of letters of tion, in which his name was men- |}. 
application from the .candidates, but}tioned”, he concluded, “but I believe 
‘jhe could not recall the ‘dates whenjhe wanted to withdraw his name 


this had been done. 
“I keep no diary concerning small 


things like this,” he said, “and the/10. 


from the list of candidates. 
The case was adjourned until May 
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‘withdraw his name. fromthe list of |: 


‘had that ‘was 
Ea iahaseere™s Ste Sere +) 


: the. witness 


. Verdiér stated ‘that the day for the 
; election was fixed by the Consul- 
, General. 


P eléctions during the last ten dag es 


MUNIGHPAL OFFICERS 

_ GIVE EVIDENCE | 
Dr. Richer’s Action Is\, 
—continuéd I 


n French 
Consular Court 


Several French nofables were 
-among the witnesses yesterday at]: 
the hearing of Dr. A. Ricber's suit 
against the French-Municipal Coqun- 
cil, in connection with the election 
of Land Commissioners, ‘which Dr. 
Richer alleges to be faulty and based 
on errors. 

Mr. P. Chollot, the second candid- 
ate, who was elected together with 
-Dr. Richer was the first to take the’ 
‘stand. He denied ha’ tried to 


candidates under pressure, and add- 
ed that he- wanted to do so, as. he 


-mdded.. 
Verdier, “Director ‘General 4 
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delay of a. week He rd 5» the nomina- 
ticn of “the: candidates and the elec- |' 


tions had ‘not been observed, Mr. 


“Did you not draw his attention 
to the fact’ that more delay was 
tions?” bir according to Board ‘regulia- 
tions?” D’Auxion_ de Ruyffe | ised. 

“The ‘Consu)-General ata mee ask 
my opinion in this connection,” the], 
witness replied. 

-Mr. EE. Fauraz, Administrative 
Director of the Municipal Council, 
testified along the same lines, adding |: 
that there had been practically noj' 


The Municipal Wavocete; ¢ 
Cattand, susisteds on Gone the neo 


Pere Geray a } 
D‘Auxion “de Rutre said othe he. di Py 
not think it necessary, especially as 


this would mean a further delay, in 
view of- rere Gleray's abet ice froin 
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D.C. (Svp-Br.) October 13, 13936. 


Arrest in Hangchow of two maie foreigners 
and a Chinese girl 


At 4 peme. October 11, 1936, two male foreigners and 


i 
i 


one female Chinese were arrested by the Chinese police in 
Hangchow while they were leaving the New Hotel and brought 
to Police Headquarters there for interrogation as they were 
reported to have taken photographs in military areas. 

The two foreigners are Dr. L-P. Calame, Swiss, 
residing at 1182 Avenue Joffre, Shanghai, and Dr. Ae Richer, 
French, X-Ray specialist of Hospital St. Marie, 197 Route Pere 
Roberte The latter has travelled extensively in the interior 
of China and has made several trips to Hanzchow. The Chinese : 
female is one Miss Hsu, secretary of Dr. Calame. 


The films found on the foreigners were subsequently 
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developed but revealed nothing to which the Chinese Authorities 
objected. The trio were released at 9 peme the sime day. 

The three persons arrived in Hangchow from Shanghai 
on the afternoon of October 10 in motor car No.266 registered 
in the name of Ouang Tye Sie, House 2, Passage 345, 
Route Herve de Sieyes. After their release by the Hangchow 


Police, they left for Shanghai at 10 pem. October lle 
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